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Byzantine learning in Greece, and their members make
pilgrimages to the Byzantine sites, which that country
possesses in such abundance. Such are the Byzantine
Churches of Athens, the adjacent monastery of Daphni,
Hosios Loukas, the aerial monasteries of Meteora, the
churches of Arta, Salonica, Hagia Mone in Chios, and, above
all, the Greek Ravenna, Mistra, the Medieval Sparta, once
the capital of a Byzantine despotat, which was no incon-
siderable portion of the waning Byzantine Empire, and like
that of Trebizond, its survivor by a few years. The Byzan-
tine castle and city of Mouchli between Argos and Tripolis
(explored by Professor Darko) bears the very name of a
monastery at Constantinople. Even in Cyprus, so long under
the domination of the Lusignans, and in Crete, still longer
under that of Venice, where even then inscriptions were dated
by the regnal years of the Byzantine Emperors, Byzantine
traditions have been preserved, while the 'Holy Mount' of
Athos, a theocratic republic under Greek sovereignty, is the
most perfect existing example of Byzantine monasticism, now
declining in other parts of Greece. When the monks in 1931
solemnly asked the Greek Foreign Office whether they might
be allowed to keep hens, despite the exclusion of the female
sex from their sacred peninsula, we were, indeed, transported
back to the atmosphere of Byzantine dialectics on dogma.
The practice of the Knights of Rhodes of training children
to enter the Order was Byzantine, as was originally their
hospital in Jerusalem. Byzantine music is still used in the
services of the Greek Church, and Byzantine art exercised an
influence upon the later Greek painters of the Turkish period,
whose works may be seen in the Churches of Kaisariane at
the foot of Hymettus and Phaneromene in Salamis. Byzan-
tine literature served as a stepping-stone between ancient
Greek and the 'pure language* of to-day, although the
modern school of Greek novelists and poets is far removed
from the stilted style and archaisms of some Byzantine
historians and theologians, while the contemporary novel
can find no models in that—the least successful—form of
medieval Greek composition. That the 'language question',
now happily less acute than thirty years ago, should have
caused two riots and the downfall of the Ministries in

